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Monday 27 April 2015

Head for the hills - are ewe the right person for this one-off shepherding opportunity?
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The National Trust is looking for a second shepherd to support an innovative conservation project in the foothills of Snowdon in North Wales.  

The conservation charity’s in-hand farm, Hafod-y-Llan, manages 1600 Welsh Mountain sheep and every day between May and September, some of the flock is shepherded to new grazing areas away from any sensitive mountain habitats in a bid to improve plant diversity on areas of the mountain.  

A second shepherd is needed to ensure that the sheep are cared for during daylight hours, creating the only full-time shepherding project on the mountains in Wales.

The five-year conservation shepherding project which started last year, is being part funded by Natural Resources Wales, and is being closely monitored to measure its effect on the mountain vegetation as well as on the traditional, hefted flock. 

Arwyn Owen, farm manager at Hafod-y-Llan says: “By combining the traditional skills and knowledge of shepherds as well as new conservation approaches, we are trying to demonstrate that farming and conservation can work successfully together. 

“Taking on another shepherd or shepherdess will allow us to manage the flock seven days a week so that the habitats and wildlife have the maximum opportunity to renew and thrive.  

“The role itself is truly the opportunity of a lifetime, but it won’t be for everyone.  Snowdon is wet and the work can be lonely, but for a shepherd(ess) that loves sheep, sheepdogs and walking it will be the perfect job!” 

Current shepherd, Bryn Griffiths, reflects on his time on the mountain last summer.  He says: “It got to the point when the sheep knew who I was and what I wanted.  When I got up on the mountain in the morning, they would start walking even before the dogs started.  We got into a routine, my dogs learnt a lot, and so did I.” 

The farm sits within the Yr Wyddfa National Nature Reserve and Natura 2000. Sabine Nouvet, the National Trust’s conservation ranger for Snowdonia and Llyn added: “If we are successful with this project, the mountain tops will flower with heather and other plants such as bog asphodel and fruiting bilberries.  The valleys will be mottled green after grazing by the hefted flock.  

“Our aim is that in five years we will have better habitats, a better understanding of how sheep can be managed for the benefit of conservation, and more skilled shepherds on the mountains.”

This opportunity is suitable for anyone with experience of shepherding and an interest in wildlife conservation.  For more information or to express an interest please contact Arwyn Owen, farm manager on 01766 890473 by May 21, 2015.

-Ends-

For further press information and images please contact:

Jeannette Heard Press Officer 01793 817706, Jeannette.heard@nationaltrust.org.uk
Kenneth Smith, PR & Comms Consultant, 07768 424394, Kenneth.smith@nationaltrust.org.uk

Notes to picture editors

Images can be downloaded from the link below.

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/01r8a6argo2fc18/AABr9G3koE1a9Znb_4DP9LTja?dl=0

About Hafod y Llan: the farm includes sensitive upland habitats such as heaths and flushes. Key species to protect and encourage expansion of are heather, billberry, and montane juniper. The wet flushes should also become more species rich, with flowers like bog asphodel and sundew plants as well small sedges. For more http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/article-1356395976028/

More information about the project: The mountain vegetation of heath, bog, grassland and woodland is a product of centuries of carefully controlled sheep and cattle grazing. In recent decades, that control was lost as shepherds retreated from the hills and sheep numbers increased dramatically. The project will hopefully restore the balance and distribution of grazing and help return the mountain to a healthy state for both wildlife and farming. 

About the National Trust                                                            
The National Trust looks after more than 250,000 hectares of countryside, 775 miles of coastline and hundreds of special places across England, Wales and Northern Ireland. For more information and ideas for great value family days out go to: www.nationaltrust.org.uk


Datganiad i’r wasg yr Ymddiriedolaeth Genedlaethol

(Mae lluniau ar gael. Gweler y nodiadau i olygyddion lluniau isod)

Dydd Llun 27 Ebrill 2015

Dyrchafaf fy llygaid i’r mynyddoedd... ydych chi’n fugail a allai gynorthwyo gyda’r cyfle unigryw hwn?

Mae'r Ymddiriedolaeth Genedlaethol yn chwilio am ail fugail i gefnogi prosiect cadwraeth arloesol wrth droed yr Wyddfa yng Ngogledd Cymru.

Mae Hafod-y-Llan, fferm dan ofal yr elusen gadwraeth, yn rheoli 1,600 o ddefaid mynydd Cymreig, a bob dydd rhwng mis Mai a mis Medi, mae rhywfaint o'r ddiadell yn cael ei hel i fannau pori newydd draw o gynefinoedd mynyddig sensitif mewn ymgais i wella amrywiaeth planhigion mewn mannau penodol ar y mynydd. 

Mae angen ail fugail i sicrhau bod y defaid yn cael gofal yn ystod oriau golau dydd, gan greu’r unig brosiect bugeilio amser llawn ar fynyddoedd Cymru.

Mae'r prosiect bugeilio cadwraeth pum mlynedd a ddechreuodd y llynedd yn cael ei gyllido’n rhannol gan gorff Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru, ac yn cael ei fonitro'n ofalus i fesur ei effaith ar lystyfiant y mynyddoedd yn ogystal ag ar y praidd traddodiadol a fegir yno. 

Dywedodd Arwyn Owen, rheolwr fferm Hafod-y-Llan: "Drwy gyfuno sgiliau traddodiadol a gwybodaeth y bugeiliaid gyda dulliau cadwraeth newydd, rydym yn ceisio dangos y gall ffermio a chadwraeth weithio'n llwyddiannus gyda'i gilydd.

"Bydd hurio bugail neu fugeiles arall yn ein galluogi i reoli'r ddiadell saith diwrnod yr wythnos fel bod y cynefinoedd a'r bywyd gwyllt yn cael y cyfle gorau posibl i adnewyddu a ffynnu.  

"Mae’r rôl ei hunan yn gyfle unwaith mewn oes o ddifrif, ond ni fydd yn addas i bawb. Mae’r Wyddfa yn wlyb a gall y gwaith fod yn unig, ond ar gyfer bugail/bugeiles sy'n hoff o ddefaid, cŵn defaid a cherdded, bydd yn swydd berffaith!"

Bu’r Bugail presennol, Bryn Griffiths, yn myfyrio ar ei amser ar y mynydd yn ystod yr haf diwethaf. Dywedodd: "Fe gyrhaeddodd y pwynt pan oedd y defaid yn gwybod pwy oeddwn i a beth oeddwn i ei eisiau. Pan gyrhaeddwn y mynydd yn y bore, fe fydden nhw’n dechrau cerdded hyd yn oed cyn i’r cŵn ddechrau eu cymell. Daethom i batrwm, fe wnaeth fy nghŵn ddysgu llawer, a minnau hefyd." 

Mae'r fferm yn rhan o Warchodfa Natur Genedlaethol yr Wyddfa a Natura 2000. Ychwanegodd Sabine Nouvet, ceidwad cadwraeth yr Ymddiriedolaeth Genedlaethol dros Eryri a Llŷn: "Os byddwn yn llwyddiannus gyda'r prosiect hwn, bydd grug a phlanhigion eraill fel llafn y bladur a llus hadol yn cael cyfle i flodeuo ar gopaon y mynyddoedd. Bydd y dyffrynnoedd yn lliw gwyrdd brith ar ôl i’r ddiadell a fegir yno fod yn pori.

"Ein nod yw y bydd gennym gynefinoedd gwell, dealltwriaeth well o sut gellir rheoli defaid er budd cadwraeth, a bugeiliaid mwy medrus ar y mynyddoedd mewn pum mlynedd."

Mae'r cyfle hwn yn addas i unrhyw un sydd â phrofiad o fugeilio ac sydd â diddordeb mewn cadwraeth bywyd gwyllt. Am ragor o wybodaeth, cysylltwch ag Arwyn Owen, rheolwr y fferm ar 01766 890473. 

-Diwedd-

Am ragor o wybodaeth i’r wasg, a lluniau, cysylltwch â:

Jeannette Heard Swyddog y Wasg 01793 817706, Jeannette.heard@nationaltrust.org.uk
Kenneth Smith, Ymgynghorydd Cysylltiadau Cyhoeddus a Chyfathrebu, 07768 424394, Kenneth.smith@nationaltrust.org.uk

Nodiadau i olygyddion lluniau
Gellir llwytho lluniau i lawr drwy’r ddolen isod.

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/01r8a6argo2fc18/AABr9G3koE1a9Znb_4DP9LTja?dl=0


Gwybodaeth am yr Ymddiriedolaeth Genedlaethol 
Mae'r Ymddiriedolaeth Genedlaethol yn gofalu am fwy na 250,000 hectar o gefn gwlad, 775 milltir o arfordir a channoedd o fannau arbennig ledled Cymru, Lloegr a Gogledd Iwerddon. Am ragor o wybodaeth a syniadau am ddiwrnodau gwych sy’n cynnig gwerth am arian i'r teulu, ewch i: www.nationaltrust.org.uk

Rhagor o wybodaeth am Hafod y Llan http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/article-1356395976028/
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